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Slide 1 Thank you for viewing this AG Transitions presentation which is designed to address common questions 
that families have as their Academically Gifted student is planning to transition to middle school. I’m Dee 
Jordan, AG Supervisor for Guilford County Schools.  I along with the other members of the AG Department 
are happy to share this overview of the middle school AG service options available in GCS and other 
considerations for rising 6th grade AG students and their families. Following the presentation, if you have 
any remaining questions, we invite you to complete the “Submit a Question” survey on the AG website so 
that we can address those questions promptly 

Slide 2 We will begin our presentation with an overview of the middle school AG services and some forms you can 
expect to see as a parent of an AG middle school student.  

Slide 3 This slide highlights the middle school service model:  

• The primary difference between elementary AG services and middle school AG services is that in 
grades 6 – 8, the current AIG Plan does not include pull-out enrichment services for AG middle school 
students.   

• In the middle grades, AG students receive their service in the regular education classroom through the 
provision of differentiated instruction provided by the classroom teacher.   

• Additionally, AG middle school students have access to advanced and accelerated courses in the areas 
of Reading and Math.  In these advanced and accelerated courses, students are learning content in a 
manner suitable for the learning needs of gifted and advanced learners.  

• The middle school Science and Social Studies classes are heterogeneously grouped, which means that 
the classroom teacher provides appropriate differentiation to meet the learning needs of all enrolled 
students.   

• Our Reading and Math teachers are required to create the Annual Plan for Differentiation, which 
documents how they will address the learning needs of the students identified as AG in their subject 
area.   

Slide 4 Let’s review the middle school course placement guidelines that are currently stated in our AIG Plan.   

• For ELA, the AIG Plan states that students who are identified as academically gifted in the area of 
Reading should be placed in the Advanced ELA course.  

• For Math, the AIG Plan states that students who are identified as academically gifted in the area of 
Math are to be placed in their middle school math course based on the district’s math placement 
guidelines.  In grade 6, both the Accelerated Math 6 course and the AIMM math course are considered 
advanced courses.  

• For both ELA and Math, schools are required to cluster group AG students. Cluster grouping is the 
process of assigning 4 – 8 gifted learners to classrooms with a teacher who has either has their AIG 
licensure or meets the district’s minimum requirements for teachers of AG students.  

• Final placement decisions are made by the middle school administration team.  

Slide 5 This is a sample of the Annual Plan for Differentiation.  As previously stated, ELA and Math teachers are 
required to complete this document to highlight the opportunities for acceleration, extension, and 
enrichment that will be made available in their course and how these opportunities are provided through 
modifications made to the content being taught; the processes being used; or the products created by 
students to show their understanding.  

Slide 6 This is a sample of the Middle School Differentiation Education Plan (DEP).  The form details the subject 
areas for which the student is to receive differentiated instruction.  

• For our rising 6th graders, it is common to have the elementary AG teacher send home this document 
at the end of the student’s 5th grade year.   

o Parent signature is required.  However, in response to COVID-19 safety guidelines, this year the 
district implemented a system that allowed parents to agree to middle school AG services 
electronically.   

https://gcsnccom-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/jordand_gcsnc_com/EQz7SCBb2klBs5AWiSQzCXgBc5OGAyRaHWfqAy0ON9xBag?e=DH075q


o As a parent, you are entitled to a copy of your child’s DEP once you have provided consent for 
services.  

• After grade 6, you will not be required to sign this form again unless your child adds service or you wish 
to decline services.  

Slide 7 Wow! That was a lot to cover.   

• Once your  child is enrolled in middle school, should you have any questions about their AG service, 
your first point of contact will be the school’s TAG Chair.  TAG stands for Team for Academically Gifted.  
Each school has a team of teachers who work to address the needs of gifted students in their building.   

• You can always find information regarding AG services on our department’s webpage. 

• Finally, as the AG Supervisor, one of my duties is to address middle school AG services.  You can reach 
me to address any of your concerns. 

 
You will notice that some items on this slide are linked items. Although you will be unable to access the 
links via this video, feel free to review the Transcription document to access the links.   

Slide 8 In our district, students are identified for Reading AG services, Math AG services, or both.  Let’s take a 
moment to learn about the ELA and math courses available in our GCS middle schools.  

Slide 9 In 2020 – 2021, the Literacy Department in collaboration with the AG Department launched units that 
were specifically designed for the district’s advanced ELA courses.  These units added extensions to grade 
level standards and added poetry to each unit.  The units address the reading, writing, and critical thinking 
skills expected of students who are performing above grade level in the area of reading.   

• The reading skills focused in our advanced ELA courses require students to engage with content that 
has a higher text complexity and vocabulary, and sophisticated subject matter. 

• The writing skills taught in our advanced ELA courses use authentic topics that afford students the 
opportunity to refine their existing writing skills, development better written argumentative writing 
skills (the ability to prove their point), and use other published writing to state their perspectives.  

• In the district’s advanced ELA courses, students develop the critical thinking skills needed to analyze 
their work and develop their research skills.  

Slide 10 This chart highlights the typical math progression from grade 6 to grade 8.  There are three tiers: 

• Tier 1:  Shows the progression from standard Math 6 to standard Math 7 to, in 8th grade, a student 
having the option to enroll in either standard Math 8 or Accelerated Math 8.  The enrollment in 
standard Math 8 or Accelerated Math 8 will be based upon student performance and current district 
math placement guidelines.  

• Tier 2:  Shows the progression from Accelerated Math 6 to Accelerated Math 7 to, in 8th grade, a 
student having the option to enroll in either Accelerated Math 8 or NC Math 1, which is the first high 
school math course.  The enrollment in Accelerated Math 8 or NC Math 1 will be based upon student 
performance and current district math placement guidelines.  

• Tier 3: Shows the progression from AIMM to NC Math 1 to NC Math 2, which is the second high school 
math course.  As previously stated, enrollment in AIMM is based upon student performance, district 
math placement guidelines, and the final decision made the middle school administration team.  Both 
Accelerate Math 6 and AIMM math are advance math opportunities.   

 
Every middle school offers Tier 1 and Tier 2.  Tier 3 is not guaranteed as availability is determined by 
enrollment.   

Slide 11 This chart highlights the content covered in each of the math courses.  Let’s begin with the first column, 
which shows the Grade 6 math courses: 
 

• Column 1 shows the three math courses available to sixth grade students. Standard Math 6 covers 
100% of the 6th grade curriculum. At the end of the year, students take the Grade 6 Math EOG. 
Accelerate Math 6 covers 100% of the 6th grade curriculum PLUS some of the 7th grade curriculum.  At 
the end of the year, students take the Grade 6 Math EOG.  AIMM math covers 100% of the 6th grade 
curriculum PLUS some of the 7th grade AND some of the 8th grade curriculum.  At the end of the year, 
students take the Grade 6 Math EOG.  
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• Column 2 shows the three math courses available to seventh grade students.  Standard Math 7 covers 
100% of the 7th grade curriculum.  At the end of the year, students take the Grade 7 Math EOG.  
Accelerated Math 7 covers the remaining 7th grade content not covered in Accelerated Math 6 PLUS 
some of the 8th grade curriculum.  At the end of the year, students take the Grade 7 Math EOG.  At 
grade 7, NC Math 1, which is a high school course, covers 100% of the NC Math 1 standards PLUS the 
7th grade and 8th grade curriculum standards not covered in AIMM.  At the end of the year, students 
take BOTH the Grade 7 Math EOG and the NC Math 1 EOC.  

• Column 3 shows the four math courses available at grade 8.  Standard Math 8 covers 100% of the 8th 
grade curriculum.  At the end of the year, students take the Grade 8 Math EOG.  Accelerated Math 8 
covers the 8th grade curriculum not covered in Accelerated Math 7 PLUS some of the NC Math 1 
curriculum.  At the end of the year, students take the Grade 8 Math EOG.  At grade 8, NC Math 1 
covers 100% of the NC Math 1 curriculum and these students take the NC Math 1 EOC.  Students who 
were enrolled in NC Math 1 in 7th grade are enrolled in NC Math 2, which is a high school course, in 8th 
grade.  Eighth grade students enrolled in NC Math 2 will take the district-provided NC Math 2 Final 
Exam.  If these students took the NC Math 1 EOC in 7th grade; there is no need for them to take the 
Grade 8 Math EOG.  

Slide 12 We are often asked, “Should my child be enrolled in AIMM?”.  Parents must first realize that enrollment in 
the AIMM course is not solely dependent upon a student’s math AG status.  The student’s performance 
and district guidelines are considered.  If your child does meet the enrollment criteria for AIMM, there are 
things you need to consider: 

• The amount of content that needs to be mastered in one year.  As stated on the previous slide, AIMM 
covers all of the 6th grade standards PLUS 7th and 8th grade curriculum.   

• If a student is enrolled in AIMM at Grade 6 they will be enrolled in NC Math 1 at Grade 7 and will have 
to take both the Grade 7 EOG and the NC Math 1 EOC.  This is due to state procedures that Guilford 
County Schools can not change.  

• NC Math 1 and NC Math 2 are high school courses. As such, the student’s score on their final 
assessment (the EOC or the district provided final exam) will account for 20% of the student’s final 
grade.   Also, as high school math courses, there are state stipulations regarding changing a student’s 
schedule after a certain point in the school year.   

Slide 13 There are additional considerations, such as: 

• Although NC Math 1 and NC Math 2 are available at the middle school level, these are high school 
courses.  As such, they will appear on your child’s high school transcript as two credits that meet the 
high school graduation requirement of 4 credits in mathematics. However, the grade your child 
receives in middle school will not factor into their high school GPA.  Additionally, there are high school 
guidelines for retaking a course.  In most cases, a student who passes a course with at least a “D” is not 
eligible to retake the course.   

• The main thing to consider is does your child have a LOVE for math or they’re just good at it.  A student 
who enters high school with 2 math credits will be limited to the math courses available to them in 11th 
and 12th grade.  The normal trajectory for these students is NC Math 3 in 9th grade, their freshman 
year; NC Math 4 or another approved math course in 10th grade, their sophomore year; and math 
courses that exceed NC Math 4 in 11th and 12th grade, their junior and senior years. Although only 4 
math credits are required for high school graduation, depending on their intended major, most 
colleges and universities like to see that a student took math all 4 years of high school.  So, if your child 
does not have a true love and passion for math, they mind find it difficult to enjoy the options that will 
be available to them as a junior or senior in high school because of the math they took in 6th grade.  
Likewise, students who do not take AIMM in sixth grade; but, in high school, develop a love and 
passion for math are often able to work with their high school counselor to create a schedule that 
allows them to take additional math courses. Also, our early college programs only require that a 
student has successfully completed NC Math 1 by the end of grade 8.   

Slide 14 Over the summer you will receive your child’s middle school schedule.  Any questions you have should be 
directed to the School Counselor at your child’s middle school.  You will find that the School Counselor will 
be an invaluable resource to you throughout middle school and into high school as well.  



Slide 15 Now, let’s highlight two middle school options that have been designed to meet the needs of gifted and 
advanced learners.  

Slide 16 The Center for Advanced Academics at Brown Summit Middle School is a magnet option that is available to 
all middle school students who reside in Guilford County.  Rising 6th graders apply to this school during the 
magnet application window (which is January 14 – March 3, 2021).  Brown Summit offers a small setting 
and Latin is available.  Students have the opportunity to participate in extracurricular clubs that match 
their academic or personal interests. Brown Summit does not offer an extracurricular athletic program.  
Students who are interested in school sports are able to participant, in sports, at their home school.  Due 
to the rigor of the curriculum and pace of instruction, student performance is considered.  Students must 
have end-of-grade percentile scores of 70th percentile or higher in both reading and math and grades of 
“B” or higher on their report card. To access the information that is linked on this slide, please see the 
transcription document that is available for this presentation.    

Slide 17 Very Strong, or VS, is the highest level of AG services available in Guilford County Schools.  The VS Program 
is a grades 4 – 8 program that is offered exclusively at The Academy of Lincoln. Unlike Brown Summit, 
students do not apply for the VS Program.  In order to enroll in the program students must meet the 
eligibility criteria.  Your child’s AG teacher will receive more information regarding the process that will be 
used to determine VS eligibility for the 2021 – 2022 school year.   
 
VS services are provided in math, ELA, science, and social studies.  The teachers implement a problem-
based learning model to nurture the creativity and innovation of highly gifted students.  AIMM, NC Math 1, 
NC Math 2 is the default math track.  In grade 8, all VS students are enrolled in English I, which is a high 
school English course.  This means that students who leave the VS Program enter high school with at least 
3 high school credits; some enter with 4 if they complete their foreign language requirement in middle 
school as well.  Just as the VS Program was the first to offer English 1 to middle school students; it is our 
desire to work with district leaders to implement high school course options, at the VS Program, in the 
areas of science and social studies as well.   
 
Because the VS Program is housed at a Performance Arts magnet, students enrolled in the VS Program 
have access to a strong arts program.  Also, since The Academy of Lincoln is considered a traditional middle 
school as well, students have access to onsite extracurricular activities, such as sports.  The teachers of the 
VS Program also provide before- and after-school activities that align to the interests of our VS students.  

Slide 18 Now that we have discussed the academic considerations of middle school students, let’s focus our 
attention on the social, emotional, and executive skills of middle school students.  

Slide 19 When preparing this presentation, I asked some School Counselors, who work in Guilford County Schools, 
to share with me advice they wanted rising 6th grade families to know.  The next few slides highlight what 
they shared: 

• Communicate regularly with ALL of your child’s teachers.  Make sure you know the communication 
system that each teacher will use ( it may be Remind, Email, Text, Canvas messaging, or another 
communication app) 

• Check grades regularly.  If you have not already done some make sure you know how to access the 
PowerSchool Parent Portal and Canvas Parent App 

• Help your student be organized, but do not do it for them.  This may mean that you have to check 
behind your child until they have adjusted to the demands of middle school. 

• Keep a copy of your child’s schedule.  

Slide 20 • As we have told the students to get to get to know their teachers and School Counselor, the same 
applies to parents.  When you have concerns, your first point of contact will be either the classroom 
teacher (for classroom concerns) or the School Counselor (for situations they impact your child on a 
variety of levels) 

• Be sure that the school has updated contact information.  If you have changes to your phone number, 
cell number, email address, and/or home address be sure to communicate the changes to the school’s 
Data Manger.  

• If your child’s middle school has combination locks, over the summer, purchase a combination lock, 
which you can often find at the dollar store, to help them become familiar with the process of opening 

https://www.gcsnc.com/Page/73290


a lock. This will ensure that they know how to use a combination lock and will be able to unlock the 
lock that will be provided to them by the school.  

Slide 21 • Be an active parent.  Often parents have the misconception that as their child gets older they do not 
need their support. This is far from the truth. Although it may not be “cool” to be seen with a parent at 
school, there are ways you can be involved that do not directly entail being with your child at school.  
Join the PTA, agree to serve as your school’s TAG parent representative or on the school’s leadership 
team.  

• We encourage students to become a part of the school’s spirit by participating in extracurricular clubs 
and sports.  We have found that students who join band and orchestra develop friendships that follow 
them throughout middle school and into high school.  

• We encourage students to make a friend/buddy in each of their classes.  This will give them someone 
to contact when they missed writing down a homework assignment or have a question about their 
notes.   

• We started this slide with parent involvement and we will end the slide with parent involvement, when 
possible attend school-wide events rather they are held virtually, as drive-thru events, or face-to-face.  
Attending these events shows your child that their school experience is important.  When you are 
unable to attend, make sure you follow up with any information the school may send regarding an 
event that was held.  

Slide 22 • As your child matures, it is important for them to develop self-advocacy skills.  Help your child learn 
how to respectfully submit their questions/concerns to their teacher.  When their efforts are not 
successful, then, as the parent, you need to follow up with the teacher.   

• Middle school provides a safe space for students to mature and develop their independence.  If they 
leave something at home do not inconvenience yourself by bringing it to the school.  Allow your child 
to experience the nature consequences in hopes that it will help them develop the skill of 
responsibility.  

Slide 23 • As they begin to explore and develop their own beliefs about themselves and society, your middle 
school student will question and challenge many ideas.  Please know that this is normal.  This is not the 
time to be easily frustrated.  Instead, be sure to have open communication with your child they helps 
them to understand the values that guide the decisions you make.   

• Middle school students want to be listened to; not talked at.  When sharing concerns with your child 
provide a space where you are listening to them for the purpose of understanding their point-of-view 
not operating as the quick fixer.   

• Instagram, TikTok, Snap Chat, and whatever else was just created since we started this presentation 
are time distractors.  It is important that you limit your child’s access to social media.  Although your 
child may have shown great maturity and responsibility, even adults are not ready for the nature of 
some of the content that is available via many social media sites.   

Slide 24 One thing you may notice about your gifted child is that in middle school they may come to believe that is 
it no longer cool to be smart.  They may develop imposter syndrome in an effort to blend in with their 
peers or for fear of academic risks or being viewed as less than perfect.  With the availability of school 
sports and extracurricular activities, as parents, you will need to make decisions regarding your child’s 
schedule.  Do not have them is so many activities that they become more of a burden instead of a healthy 
outlet for renewal and creativity.  You will have to provide the appropriate social/emotion support needed 
to help your child develop skills, such as organization and prioritizing that help them make sense of what 
they value and the activities they want to devote their time towards.   

Slide 25 Asynchronous development impacts middle school gifted students.  This is when a student’s cognitive 
ability does not align with the maturity level.  Meaning, your child may be able to do high school level 
work; but at the end of the day they are a middle school child who has social needs typical of all middle 
school students.  Because of this asynchronous development a gifted child may experience more bullying 
situation as they work to find their group.  Be mindful of your child’s appetite, sleeping patterns, or any 
reluctance in attending school.  If you have concerns speak with the School Counselor and be willing to 
help your child role play situations in an effort to help them develop the skills needed for a variety of 
situations.  Additionally, asynchronous development can produce underachievement in some gifted 



students.  This could be because the student mistakenly believes the work is below them; they have a hard 
time developing the organization skills needed; or because the content does not align with an interest of 
their own.  In these cases, work with your child’s teacher for interventions that can be used at home and at 
school. If necessary, the school’s TAG Team may work with the classroom teacher to develop a Student 
Support Plan that outlines home and school interventions that will be implemented to address 
underachievement.  

Slide 26 One way to address the social and emotional needs of gifted students is to ensure that you are providing 
adequate and appropriate enrichment opportunities.  One enrichment opportunity that is available in our 
district is the Academic All-Star Camp, which is available to rising 9th grade students. Our current AIG Plan 
includes a partnership with Duke University that may result in a similar opportunity for rising 6th grade 
students.  Make sure that you are receiving communications from your child’s AG teacher so that, when 
available, additional details can be shared with you.  Additionally, the CFNC website provides a listing of 
various enrichment opportunities provided throughout the state for middle and high school students.   

Slide 27 It’s not too early to think about high school and post high school plans.  Finding career mentors is an 
excellent way for your child to learn more about their future career aspirations.  Ask family members, 
friends, members of your faith organization, to share insight with your child about their career – especially 
when your child is interested in the same career.  You can also visit the CFNC website to take career 
inventories and conduct virtual college tours.  

Slide 28 Wow! We have covered a lot and your brain is probably on overload.  The good thing is that this 
presentation is on-demand and you can view it again if needed. It will be available for the month of 
February.  Additionally, we created this Wakelet, which is an electronic portfolio.  Our Wakelet contains 
videos and articles that will help you better understand the transition from elementary to middle school.  
You can use your mobile device to scan the QR code or you can write down the URL address.   

Slide 29 This QR code and URL address will link you to a document created by the AG Department that provides an 
quick overview of middle school services in Guilford County Schools.   

Slide 30 Another resource is the organization, Guilford Partners for the Advancement of Gifted Education (PAGE). 
Guilford PAGE supports and advocates for gifted education in the Guilford County Schools system.  
Additionally, the organization provides workshops, seminars, and other activities for gifted students and 
their families.  We strongly encourage all parents of gifted students to join the organization.  Please visit 
the Guilford PAGE website to learn more about this organization.   

Slide 31 As stated in the beginning of this presentation, the AG Department has created a survey to respond to any 
questions that you may have of us.  Please use this QR code or URL address to access the survey.  If you do 
not have any questions, you do not need to respond to the survey.   
 
I thank you for your time and the attention your provided to this presentation.  Please know that the AG 
Department is here to support your child’s transition to middle school.   
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